
Minutes of the Columbia County Tourist Development Council special meeting held on Wednesday, July 26, 2017, 

12:00 p.m., Tourist Development Office / IFAS Training Room, 971 W Duval Street, Suite 145, Lake City, FL 32055. 

 

Call to Order: Chairman Ron Williams called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm and he welcomed council members, 

staff, and guests to the meeting.  
 

Roll Call:  TDC members in attendance: Ron Williams, Robert Mann, Cecil Shaw, Rusty DePratter, Nupur Shukla, 

Mike Collins, and Nick Patel.  Members absent were Melinda Moses, and Mahendra Patel. A quorum was present.   

Staff in attendance included Paula Vann, Cody Gray, and Michelle Moore.   
 

Introductions:  Guests included Robert C. Morey II (Owner of Bienville Plantation).  
 

 

Bienville Plantation – Party in the Pines - $10,000 plus shuttles to/from hotels – Chairman Ron Williams abstained 

from voting stating he does some work at Bienville. Paula Vann went over the grant request from Bienville 

Plantation. She recommended that since this is a first-year event the TDC should be a sponsor and invest in it but, 

at a $5,000 level and if they can find someone, like how the TDC does the buses with Spirit of the Suwannee, to 

partner with the TDC on the shuttles then do that as well just to have the safe driving initiative in place. Ron 

Williams asked Mr. Robert Morey to give everyone an update on the event. Mr. Morey explained the event and the 

people involved in putting on Party in the Pines. He went over the marketing involved, some of the sponsors, the 

stages that will be set up, and the different activities that will be taking place during the event. A brief discussion 

was held about the event and questions were answered as they were asked. Paula Vann told the members that 

Party in the Pines already have up on their website the TDC’s StayLakeCity.com and CampLakeCity.com, which 

directs people directly to our hotels and campgrounds, uploaded for about a month now, for where to stay in the 

area. Mr. Morey mentioned that they did an informal survey last week and the Lake City hotels were already 

booked at about 60% for that weekend of this event, he added that he knows its not all Party in the Pines but he 

knew a lot of people who had already booked hotels for Lake City.  

A motion was made, by Rusty DePratter, and second by Nupur Shukla to approve the staff recommendation of 

$5,000 for Party in the Pines plus half the cost of buses with a partner. The motion was approved, with six 

members voting in favor of and one member abstaining to vote. 

 
Adjournment: The next TDC meeting will be on Wednesday, September 20, 2017. There being no additional 

business to come in front of the TDC at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 12:22pm.  


